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Emerald Coast Children’s Advocacy Center
401 McEwen Dr, Niceville, FL 32578 ph. (850) 833-9237

256 Hwy 90 E, DeFuniak Springs, FL 32433 (850) 892-0280

To report suspected abuse or neglect 

1-800-96-ABUSE

In 2008, I was at the center of the worst case of child abuse in Okaloosa 
County and maybe the state of Florida as stated by Judge Remington. 
That was then this is now. It’s because of people like my parents that 
will always be there to protect me and give me strength along with 
the Children’s Advocacy Center that gave me counseling, support and 
lifelong friends. The supporters of the Children’s Advocacy Center 
through their donations that I am the young girl that I am today. I am 
now 16 years old and going into the 10th grade at Choctaw High School 
in Fort Walton Beach. I am involved in Volleyball, Weightlifting and the 
Inter Club Counsel. When I graduate college (FSU) I want to be a doctor 
or a director at a CAC. I want to help other kids that have been abused 

or neglected. I know I can do it because I was abused and I know what they went through and how to help them 
with their pain and how to become a survivor not a victim. It’s because of people like you that make that choice 
to help kids like me reach our goals and be the best we can be. 
  Thank you, 
    Katelyn

Local child abuse victim speaks at conference  
Julie Hurst, CEO of the Emerald Coast Children’s Advocacy Center 

(left); Gilles Marini (center) and Katelyn Pendleton. 

Special to the Daily News 
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Katelyn Pendleton isn’t sure exactly where her future is going to take 
her. She says she wants to be a children’s advocate, a cardiologist or 
maybe an author.

But even with an uncertain path ahead, the 16-year-old girl  
who survived  horrific abuse is making a name for herself and 
challenging others to stand up and fight child abuse.

“I’m just telling my story,” the soon-to-be Choctawhatchee High 
School sophomore said of being the keynote speaker at this year’s 
Krimes Against Kids Conference held recently in Orlando.

Katelyn said just a day before she was scheduled to speak to more 
than 200 children’s advocacy officials she had a little help on her 
presentation from actor Gilles Marini, who has appeared in “Brothers 

and Sisters,” the 2008 “Sex and the City” movie and ABC Family’s 
“Switched at Birth.”

The actor stayed on the same hotel floor as Katelyn for the conference. 
During breakfast one morning they crossed paths and Marini who 
offered a few public speaking tips.

“He told me everyone gets nervous, even he does,” Katelyn said. “He 
told me just to take a few deep breaths and not to be 
nervous. It made me less nervous. “During my speech 
I thought about him and what he said and told  myself, 
‘Just think like Gilles’,” she said, laughing.
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Large Format bottle 
signed by Dan Kosta, 

Morgan Freeman, Geoff 
McBride was auctioned 

that night for $12k

Left to Right: Jen Floro, Morgan Freeman,  
Julie Hurst, Geoff McBride

Morgan Freeman and  
Julie Hurst

Jen Floro receiving a check 
from Mike Thompson

We welcome Alan Wood (left) as our 
incoming new board President and thank 
outgoing President Bill Kleinhelter for his 
many years of services

Thank you to Destin Charity Wine Foundation for 
their generous contribution. Their contribution will 
help restore the lives of many child abuse victims 
in our community.

June 24th the Emerald 
Coast Children’s 
Advocacy Center hosted a reception for Senate President 
Don Gaetz for his steadfast commitment to child abuse 
victims in our community and the State of Florida. He took 
a stand for abused children and this year $3.5 million was 
awarded to the Children’s Advocacy Center across the 
state to ensure children have services to help restore their 
often lost childhoods. Folks from the CACs in Pensacola, 
Panama City, and Milton joined the celebration. Senator 
Gaetz was also awarded the Florida Network of Children’s 
Advocacy Centers Legislator of the Year 2012 award. So 
again on behalf of all the children, thank you. 

The Morgan Freeman Dinner, one of Mike and Valerie Thompson’s 

premier lots at the Chi Chi Miguel Throwdown was held on July 27. The 

dinner was hosted by Steve and Lynn Dugas and the wine was provided 

by Dan and Allison Kosta. Thank you to all for supporting the Center!

Left to Right: Allison and Dan Kosta,  
Jen Floro and Julie Hurst



WE ARE ALWAYS 
IN NEED OF:

cookie dough, art supplies, juice boxes, canned 
sodas, individually wrapped snacks, diapers, 
wipes, formula, personal care items,  hand 
sanitizer, facial tissues,  like-new children’s 
clothing and toys. Accredited

member

national
children’s
alliance®

Back to School Bash! Thank you to the Junior 
League of the Emerald Coast for hosting our 

Back to School Bash this year.

Day campers, counselors 
and staff at the Bluewater 
Elementary School Day 
Camp held a bake sale 
and lemonade stand 
that raised $932 for the 
Emerald Coast Children’s 
Advocacy Center. Day 
Camp Director Gina 
White presented the 
check to the Center’s 
Director of Development 
Jen Floro this week.

upcoming events
Oct. 19 - Rosemary  

Beach Uncorked

Nov. 1-3 - Taste of the Beach

Nov. 17 - Toys 4 Tots

Nov. 30 - Watercolors  
Winter Market

Dec. 7 - Giving Tree

Mar. 1-2 - Golf & Gala

Want to volunteer at the Center 
or events? Please contact Katie 

Crowell at 850.833.9237 or email 
katie@eccac.org 



Thank you Rex and Cheryl with 

Synergy for taking care of our 

printing needs.!

Emerald Coast Children’s Advocacy Center
Find us on Facebook: facebook.com/eccac

To report suspected abuse or neglect 

1-800-96-ABUSE

Thanks to Nancy Kline of Morgan Stanley for their  
donation through the Able Trust Foundation

Left to right: 
Yvonne McClosky  
Arianna Roper

Thank you to the ladies 
from Army Aviation Federal 
Credit Union for collecting 
and donating school supplies 
to the Center

Culumus Radio and Lee Kia “Fill the Soul” in  
support of Child Abuse Prevention Month.  

Community members donated items to fill a Kia Soul 
 for local charities including the Center.

Son Michael and Widow Janel York are pictured with 
an image of fallen officer Skip York, Katie Crowell, 

Jen Floro and Renee Carozzoni of the Emerald Coast 
Children’s Advocacy Center and Ken Christmas of the 
Blue Knights at Heritage Cycles in Ft. Walton Beach.  
The Blue Knights recently held their annual Skip York 

Memorial Poker Run, which benefits the center.

Meet the newly formed Walton County steering 
committee. This group of passionate people is helping 

to plan the Center’s journey and dream to build a  
full-service Center in Walton County.

Secretary Bob Hoffman and Club President Henry 
Snider from the Mid-Bay Rotary Club presented Jen 
Floro from the Emerald Coast Children’s Advocacy 
Center a check for $500  at a recent meeting

Thank you CommonAuto.com for donating 
your proceeds from your Emerald Coast 
Autofest 2013 car show to the Center. 


